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OFFICE AAEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM; 

STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 

INDIANAPOLIS 

DATE: 

THRU: 

John L 
< 

. Winters '^ 

'^»^,H^»'''°^°'^^^^f^R REGION 5 

446284 

Eari A. Bohner 

SUBJECT: j^g^ ^QJ^ Station Fish Contamination Results 

Attached is a sunanary of the results of tissue analysis of 
fish from most of the CORE stations sampled in 1984. As we had previously 
suspected, dieldrin no longer appears to be a problem, and chlordane 
problems may be declining. However, the PCB problem is increasing at 
the St. Joseph Fiver station downstream from South Bend, and, for the 
first time, we have found violations in fish collected from the Maumee 
River downstream from Ft. WajTie. 

While we do net know why these prcMems are cccL.mng, we are 
of the opinion that, in lig.ht of this development, it is a pcor time to 
eliminate reporting requirements for PCB spills from tranforiLer failures. 
Until the material and contaminated soil is actually picked up and 
placed in driins there is always a threat for it to be carried into a 
stream by a rainfall. 

One pint of PCE entering a waterbody could theoretically raise 
about 500,OOC lbs. of fish above the FDA action level if they ccrtai.ied 
only a trace tc been w:th. If the fis.h 3Vt:jct-d 1.5 pr~, before the 
materia] entereo the eiv: .-rrjtier. t nearly 2 ,0^ ' . .CCC poar.zs oo„id be raised 
above the actio:: level by a single pint of ?Cr>. 
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1984 CORE STATION FISH SAMPLE RESULTS 
WHOLE FISH BASIS 

Station Species 

White River at Winchester 
(WR-350) Carp 

Carp 

Wabash River at Bluffton 
(WB-426) No, Hog Sucker 

Carp 

Kankakee River at Kingsbury 
(KR-125) Carp 

Shorthead redhorse 
Quillback Carpsucker 

St. Joseph River at Fort Wayne 
(STJ-0) black redhcrse 

golden redhorse 
rock bass 

Maucee River at Fort Wayne 
(M-I16) carp 

carp 
channel catfish 

PCB 

0.508 
0.960 

0.167 
0.217 

0.179 
0.237 

0.913 

0,731 
0.655 
0.66H 

1.896 
2.10i* 
2.8-:-* 

Chlordane 

0.131 
0.951* 

0.057 
0.073 

0.02 
0.213 
0.274 

0.058 
0.02 
0.033 

0.291 
0.212 
0.283 

Dieldrin 

0.019 
0.025 

0,050 
0.015 

0.031 
0.084 
0.074 

0.029 
O.CIO 

o . o i : 

0.035 
0.030 
0,C51 

St. Joseph River at Bristol 
(SJR-78) carp 

shorthead redhorse 
rook bass 

St. Joseph River below South Berid 
(SJR-^6) carp 

shorthead redhorse 
smallmouch bass 

Trail Creek at .Michigan Citv 
CTC-.3) carp 

corron white sucker 

0.361 0.02 
1.106 0.048 
0.366 0.02 

12.075* 0.420* 
3 .2 :e * 0.272 
2.49G« 0.113 

1 .1 ' * ' 0.322* 
0 . 3 0 : 0.050 

0.006 
0 
c 
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0. 
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0. 
0. 
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•Indicates exceedances of FDA actior levels 


